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1. Please briefly describe your 
early years and when you got 
your first dog. 

Jim: I was born in Detroit, 
Michigan, the 5th of 7 children. 
I was the first in my immediate 
family and only the second ever 
to attend college and I was able 
to graduate from the Univer-
sity of Detroit with a degree 
in Accounting.  As a child, we 
had one dog , a toy poodle (on 
the mean side), that my mother 
hated, but he worshipped her.

Sharon: I was born in Cleve-
land Ohio but grew up in sev-
eral states as my father was 
Chief Inspector for Pratt & 
Whitney Aircraft at vendor lo-
cations. I graduated high school 
in New Jersey and graduated 
from Rowan University with a 
bachelor’s in History and Sec-
ondary Education. We always 
had pets…. from Guinea Pigs, 
hamsters, turtles, rabbits, dogs, 
cats and more cats (LOL). I do 
not remember a time not hav-
ing a dog growing up. We had 
a cocker spaniel and then labs.

2. How did you and Jim meet?

Sharon: We met at work 
(Burroughs Corp). I was work-
ing in New Jersey as a revenue 
regional analyst and Jim was 
working   at Burroughs HQ con- 

solidating the regions 
input at HQ, so 
we were talking 
on the phone A 
LOT. We met in 
person when Jim 
came out to NJ for a 
meeting. When things 
were getting serious, I decided 
to transfer to Detroit, and the 
rest is history. We were married 
in December 1984 to my par-
ents’ great relief!

3. When and how were you 
introduced to Cavaliers? 

Jim: On a visit to New York, 
we were waiting at a crosswalk, 
along wth a  man and lady who 
had a little dog that turned out 
to be a Blenheim Cavalier. Sha-
ron began chatting the couple 
up about their dog and 45 min-
utes later tried to convince me 
to get a Cavalier since we were 
currently  “dogless.” Sharon 
then went on a mission to learn 
everything she could about the 
breed and lined up interviews 
with a few local breeders, one of 
which were Brookhaven. With-
in a week, we were in Madison 
GA being “interrogated” by 
Brenda Martz and Paula Ayers  
make sure we worthy of such a 
special breed.

Sharon: When we walked 

into Brenda’s, 
she had 
three Blen-
heim boys 
for us to 

look at, in-
cluding Finn 

& Skye. Skye hid  un-
der the table and Finn walked 
over to Jim and sat right on his 
shoes, looking up at him and 
clearly saying  “I’m the one!” 
He  captured our hearts and 
we paid  for him with my gam-
bling winnings. Brenda loved 
to tell the story of how I paid 
for Finn by pulling my money 
out of a sock. (True story). Finn 
stole my heart that night and 
he still holds it even as an an-
gel. He was my one in a million 
dog. He lived to be 13 years old 
and was the first CKCSC USA 
Veteran of the Year recipient. 
He won 61 Best Veteran in 
Shows, multiple AOM’s, Best 
in Sweeps and was one of the 
very first cavalier AKC Achiever 
Dogs. 

Five months later, we brought 
home Skye. He was an old soul 
and a character, with funny 
quirks. He loved being a ther-
apy dog and visited  Alzheimer 
residents every Sunday. He left 
us when he was 9 as he could 
not fight intestinal lymphoma. 

They were our first cavaliers, a 
bonded pair who still hold our 
hearts to this day.

4. Describe your early years in 
the club and the people who 
made you feel welcome.

Jim:  Paula introduced us to 
the CKCSC USA nd Cavaliers 
of the South (COS), and the 
Atlanta AKC Cavalier Club. 
Brenda was always one of the 
first to greet us when we attend-
ed shows, always with a big ole 
smile. At one of tour first ban-
quets we sat at a table with Ju-
han and Pat Mixon,  who were 
very friendly and informative. 

Sharon: Our first National 
was in the Cincinnati area and 
we did not know a soul. We took  
Finn & Skye and just watched 
the judging and the dogs, but 
also attended the health clin-
ics and the banquet. We knew 
Paula and Brenda, but that was 
about it. I remember sitting at 
a dinner table with Ricky Per-
kins, who was very nice to us. 
Honestly, it was difficult at first 
meeting people because we were 
spectators, and everyone was 
busy showing. 

5. When did you “catch the 
bug” to show your dogs?

Sharon: Our first time in 
the ring was in Chattanoo-
ga with the boys doing brace. 
Skye was not very keen on it                                  
but I could see that Finn was 
a natural showman. and loved 
the ring. That is when I “caught 
the bug”. After a while, Paula 
and Linda Whitmire decided I 

needed a proper show dog – en-
ter Stevie, whom  I co-own with 
Linda. He won a few classes in 
the Club and became a Cham-
pionship in AKC. Stevie is now 
a veteran and making Finn 
proud by winning Best Veter-
an in Shows, Best Veteran in 
National Specialty Sweeps and 
2021 Badgerland BOB!

 Jim: I don’t know that it was 
about catching the bug for me. 
We were at the York show in 
2018 Sharon blew out her knee 
on Friday showing Edgar. Nikki 
Parente stepped up that week-
end for both Edgar and Catcher 
and showed them in the classes. 
Catcher placed first in his class 
(Thank You, Kevin Cline) and 
then I had to take him to com-
pete against Nikki’s Sr Puppy for 
best Puppy Dog. Prior to this I 
would show Skye in Veterans or 
Finn, if Sharon had a scheduling 
conflict, and I took Stevie in a 
few times to help Sharon out, 
but never took it seriously. I re-
member telling one judge that if 
Finn could figure out how to get 
on the table, he wouldn’t need 
me (judge agreed). After Sharon 
blew her knee out, I stepped it 
up since we had several shows 
we had  already entered and 
we did not want to miss out 
on Catcher’s early months. It  
took much longer than antic-
ipated for Sharon to heal, and 
somehow Catcher won his class 
many times in spite of me, and 
achieved a lot of Reserve Win-
ners dog placements in AKC. 

Catcher became my boy 
and we have done well, but what 
really makes this special to me is 
the fact that Catcher is the from 
the first litter Edgar sired. 

6.  How have Cavaliers changed 
your lives?

Jim: First off, these little bug-
gers just steal your heart. No 
matter how rough a day at work, 
when I come home and the boys 
jump in my lap and lick my 
face, everything comes back 
into perspective. Plus over the 
past 13+ years, we have met and 
become friends with some very 
special people from all over the 
world, which would never have 
happened without the dogs. We 
have laughed together and cried  
together, but the one thing I 
cherish most is that when some-
one is experiencing a time of 
need, this is a community that 
is and will always be 
there for you with ad-
vice or just a shoulder 
to cry on.

Sharon: Oh my, 
Finn & Skye changed 
my world forever. I 
have met so many 
wonderful people from 
around the world be-
cause of them. Paula 
and Linda were kind 
to mentor me when I 
first started. 

Friendships have de-
veloped. Kathy Gentil 
has become a wonder-
ful friend and I became   

her fabric shopping 
buddy, which always 
turns into an adven-
ture!

Because of the love 
I had for my boys, it 
made me ask Paula 
& Brenda for a piece 
of Finn & Skye. Finn 
was a Pancho son and 
Skye was a Perry son. 
Pancho was 12 and 
Summer was a Perry 
great granddaughter. 
A litter was whelped 
of three and one was 
our Edgar. His name, 

Brookhaven The Dream Lives 
On, is a tribute to Finn & Skye. 
Edgar went on to become the 
number one dog in the CKCSC 
USA and number three over-
all in 2019. He was the num-
ber one AKC owner-handled 
Cavalier in 2018 and received 
an Award of Merit at the 2020 
AKC National. This little dog, 
who is so much like Finn, has 
carried on Finn’s legacy. He is 
my crazy little dog that means 
the world to me.

Today, we are on the road 
quite a bit going to both AKC 
and club shows. We enjoy the 
traveling and of course seeing 
folks at shows and catching 
up. We love being an own-
er-handler team with our boys 
– Stevie, Edgar, Catcher and 
Lennyn. One day we hope to 

welcome a little girl into the 
Finnickyskye     fold and carry on 
the Finnickyskye kennel name.

 7. A lot of couples do not both 
enjoy the dogs.  Often one 
partner is involved with dogs 
and the other partner pursues 
separate interests. How has 
the mutual commitment to 
your Cavaliers impacted your 
relationship? 

Jim & Sharon: Well they say 
misery loves company (LOL). 
We think it has made us even 
closer. Because we spend a lot of 
time washing, grooming, prep-
ping, and walking the dogs for 
the infamous “2 minutes in the 
ring and a $1 ribbon,” having 
someone by your side whom you 
love and who is your best friend 
makes all of it more enjoyable. 
When we’re on the  road there’s 
always a lot of down time – in 
hotels rooms or at shows sites if 
we’re lucky enough to be in the 
group ring ), and it allows us  to 
spend more quality time togeth-
er than if we were at home deal-
ing with the household chores.
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